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Woven cloth before the advent of centralised Pharaonic power. What evidence???

The hyper-arid environment of the Nile Valley has preserved woven textiles dating as far back
as the 5" millennium BCE, organic material that has often long disappeared in other
geographical locations. The preservation of this material provides archaeologists with the
opportunity to understand the technological processes involved in their production, from fibre
to finished artefact, placing craft mechanisms in the wider narrative of the prehistoric Nile
Valley landscape. This presentation will focus on prehistoric and proto-historic material
examined from several key sites in the Nile Valley. We will examine the evidence available to
us, their archaeological context, the limitations and indeed possibilities of the material, the
analytical methods employed in their analysis, and what we can learn from this material to
enhance our understanding of early textile processes.
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