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NODAR BAKHTADZE

THE RESULTS OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESEARCH OF THE ROCK-CUT MONUMENTS
IN THE KVEMO KARTLI REGION (GEORGIA)

Introduction

The Georgian Republic is particularly rich in rock-
-cut complexes belonging to different historical periods —
from prehistoric times to the late Middle Ages. However,
even two decades ago, Georgian and foreign scientists con-
sidered a well-known rock-cut cave ensemble created in
the second half of the 1 millennium BC - Uplistsikhe
(Gori District), as the earliest cut-in-the-rock monument in
Georgia (AMUPAHAIIBUAN 1963: 81-85). Absolutely dif-
ferent results were obtained by the Laboratory of Artificial
Cavities at the Georgian Simon Janashia National Museum.
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Fig. 1. Georgia, Kvemo Kartli Region (Drawing N. Bakhtadze).
Puc.1. I'pysust, pernon Ksemo Kapran.

Ryc. 1. Gruzja, region Kvemo Kartli.

Since the 1980s the Laboratory has been regularly carrying
out architectural and archacological research (headed by
the author) into the ancient rock-cut monuments situated
in Georgia (BACHTADSE 2005). The obtained data shows
that the tradition of cutting spaces of various purposes in
rock was common in Georgia in much earlier epochs. In
some regions of Georgia traces of habitation of fairly nu-
merous groups of humans in natural and slightly transfor-
med cave-dwellings are attested at different stages of the
Neolithic as well as Palaeolithic Periods (AOPAKMITAHMASE
1989: 65-68). However, like in many neighbouring regions
of the Furasian continent, the foundation of the tradition
for artificial cave-cutting here must have been laid at the
turn of the Chalcolithic and Early Bronze Ages.

Material and methods

A particularly large number of ancient rock-cut
monuments were discovered by the 1986-2002 expedition
organised by the aforementioned Laboratory in the ter-
ritory of the Kvemo Kartli (Lower Kartli) Province of
Eastern Georgia ( Tetri Tskaro, Bolnisi, Dmanisi and Tsalka
Districts) (BAKHTADZE 2002: 22-29; 2007: 15-20) (Fig. 1).
Especially noteworthy among them are complexes of arti-
ficial caves with multi-layered cultural deposits (Figs. 2,
3:1-3). Despite a certain interest of the scientific commu-
nity towards them (BAGRATIONI 1959: 319-320;
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Fig. 2. Schematic map.
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Fig. 3. Cave complexes of Kvemo Kartli. Facades: 1. Caves of
Nakhiduri-2; 2. Caves of Muguti; 3. Caves of Samshvilde

— o (Drawing N. Bakhtadze).
ﬁé’”\—’d; S Puc. 3. INemepusie xommaexcsr Ksemo Kapran. ®acaapr: 1. Ieme-

I3 / pot Haxuaypu-2; 2. TTemepsr Myryru; 3. ITemepsr Camuisuaae.
Ryc. 3. Zespoly jaskint Kvemo Kartli. Fasady: 1. Jaskinie Nakhi-
duri-2; 2. Jaskinie Muguti; 3. Jaskinie Samshvilde.

JAVRISHVILI 1963: 5-19), until recently these monuments
have not been studied from the viewpoint of architecture
. and archacology. They have not been even described thor-

oughly. Quite often the fact of their artificial origin was dis-
puted. As to the period of rock cutting of these monuments,
scholars’ opinions differed. Taking into consideration the
existing doubts concerning Kvemo Kartli cave complexes

and the fact that the majority of the rock-cut monuments
in the discussed region are not sufficiently known to spe-
cialists, in this paper I give an overview of them.

These monuments are located along river canyons.
0w W w0 apm They comprise dozens of artificial caves distributed in sever-

al layers within basalt and dolerite rocks. A certain regular-
ity during rock cutting of the above caves was observed:
i e ——— = the stratum of caves was mainly rock-cut in the middle and
lower registers of a slope (Figs. 3, 4-6). The overwhelming
majority of caves were formed in the rock without the use

o
D et L of metal tools. This proves to be one of the most ancient
. naa - — -

—hagem T T PV L VA S S rock processing techniques throughout the world: having
M been heated with fire, the rock was doused with cold water

o 1 w wm . and water-impregnated wedges were driven into the resulting

rifts. The remains of the wedges, stuck in the cracks of rocks,

Fig. 4. Cave complex of Dageti (Photo N. Bakhtadze).

Puc. 4. TTewepHbiit kommaeke Aaretu.

Ryc. 4. Zespot jaskin Dageti.
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Fig. 5. Cave complex of Muguti-1 (Photo N. Bakhtadze).
Puc. S. ITemepnsrit kommaexe Myryru-1.
Ryc. 5. Zespol jaskin Muguti-1.

Fig. 6. Cave complex of Tavmrgvala (Photo N. Bakhtadze).
Puc. 6. TTemepusrii kommaekc TaBMpraasa.

Ryc. 6. Zespdt jaskin Tavmrgvala.
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Fig. 7. Cave complex of Nakhiduri-1. Central sector. Plan and sections of the third tier’s caves (Drawing N. Bakhtadze).

Puc. 7. Ilemepusrit komnaekec Haxupypu-1. Llenrpassusiii Cexrop. ITaan u paspesst nemep 3-ro spyca.

Ryc. 7. Zespot jaskint Nakhiduri-1. Czg$¢ centralna. Plan i profile jaskiri na trzecim poziomie.

sooty as a result of powerful fire in some cave interiors,
confirm the given statement (GOBEJISHVILI 1952: 185;
GAGE M., GAGE J. 2005: 17). As such technique of rock
cutting makes it practically impossible to maintain more or
less regular forms, the shapes of the caves are only roughly
and occasionally geometrical. Dwellings with uneven, oval
and approximat-ing to rectangular layout are found in the
complexes. Their area ranges from 4-5 to 15-20 m2 In
most cases the height of the caves is conditioned by the
height of a standing man.

The caves are often isolated and cut at different
distances from cach other (Fig. 7). Irrespective of their
forms, the caves open into natural or artificially made terra-
ces through passageways (each approximately 50-100 cm
in width) that represent the only source of lighting and
ventilation. Apart from dwellings linked with the external
space, groups of two or more caves, interconnected with
passageways in the form of doors or tunnels, have been
found (Fig. 8).

Crudely-cut household pits and hearths are still
preserved in the caves. One cannot find more sophisticated
devices in the complexes, a fact which was presumably con-
ditioned by the hardness of the rocks unfavourable for
digging. Other materials, chiefly wood, must have been
used for making household appliances as confirmed by pits
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found in the walls of the dwellings. Nearly all the facades of
the damaged caves were restored by dry masonry or slaked
lime laying. The floors in most of the caves were covered
with sterile or cultural layers of different thickness.

From the very beginning, the caves were intended for
repeated use, which was conditioned by their durability -
a specific feature of rock-cut monuments. It seemed extreme-
ly difficult to determine the original appearance, initial func-
tion and the time of origin of these multi-layered sites. To
solve the problem, the layout, spatial planning and the results
of archacological excavations were analysed and compared.

Preliminary architectural analysis
of the cave complexes

Based on our studies, the earlier supposition con-
cerning the initial defensive function of the caves could be
rejected. Shelter-caves and the so-called fortress-caves of me-
dieval Georgia are well known. The main features of such
shelters include impregnability, spaciousness and availabil-
ity of appliances good enough to ensure minimal living con-
ditions for a refugee. As to fortress-caves, besides the above-
mentioned conditions, they are characterised by a suitable
strategic position and a number of elements needed for com-
bat operations (LOMTATIDZE 1977: 131-132).
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Fig. 8. Cave complex of
Nakhiduri-2. Central sec-
tor. Plan and sections of the
third tier’s caves (Drawing

N. Bakhtadze).

Puc. 8. Ilemepusiii xom-
naekc Haxupypu-2. Ien-
tpasbublit Cekrop. ITaan
U paspesbl Iewep 3-ro spy-
ca.

Ryc. 8. Zespél jaskin Na-
khiduri-2. Czgé¢ centralna.
Plan i profile jaskin na
trzecim poziomie.

The majority of the monuments investigated by the
expedition are characterised by contradictory features. At
first sight, they resemble a group of caves, shelters having
a defensive function as some fortified walls and towers are
attached to them. However, without these auxiliary forti-
fications (Figs. 9, 10) the complexes would not have met
a necessary requirement for defensive structures — inacces-
sibility. Most of the caves are situated at the foot of the
rocky massif and can be easily accessed. The caves located
at higher levels can also be easily accessed by means of con-
venient paths. One of the characteristic features of these
cave complexes is the availability of dwelling caves meant
for prolonged inhabitance, which is also incompatible with
the defensive function (BAXTAA3E 1988: 23).

' The Georgian Christian Church is apostolic. According to reli-
able historical sources, a part of the population of Georgia adopt-
ed Christianity as a result of St Andrew the First-Called’s sermons.
In the Georgian kingdom Christianity was declared as the official

While discussing the function and foundation pe-
riod of the cave complexes of Kvemo Kartli, one should
think over whether or not they were created in the Middle
Ages to serve as monasteries. Rock-cut hermitages were
widespread in Georgia, as in many other countries of
Christendom in the Middle Ages.' Monuments of this cat-
egory contain densely or sparsely cut multi-layered cave cells
for monks; besides, churches, chapels and refectories are
also included in such rock-cut complexes (e.g., Gareji cave
hermitages, Sagarejo District) (YYBUHAIIBUAU 1948;
BULIA ET AL. 2008; GAPRINDASHVILI 1975: 7—18). Unlike
Gareji and other Georgian cave monasteries, none of the
cave complexes of Kvemo Kartli proved to have Christian
cult features cut in the rock. Only in three of them (out of

state religion in 326 (MUSKHELISHVILI 2003: 18-26). Based on
the latest data, Christian monasticism in Georgia was practically
established in parallel with the monastic movement of the early
Byzantine world.
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dozen monuments studied) it was possible to find built-in
churches made of stone (Fig. 8). Therefore, Kvemo Kartli
complexes were not rock-cut as hermitages.

Well before the start of the archacological works,
in spite of a limited number of domestic appliances (e.g.,
stationary hearths cut out for lighting fire and chimneys)
and architectural details (e.g., quite wide doors, casements)
it was presupposed that the main nuclei of the cave com-
plexes may have been secular settlements, i.e., rock-cut vil-
lages. Naturally, in this case the presence of both dwelling
and ancillary caves should be presupposed. Such differen-
tiation is in fact observed in the complexes. Separate groups
of caves include both — relatively comfortable, dry and well-
-lit caves of orderly layout, cut at a definite height (Fig. 8),
as well as narrow and dark crudely cut caves at the foot of
sheer slopes, which we classify as ancillary ones. Some of
them may have been used for keeping cattle, etc.

At the same time, the integrity of dwelling and sub-
sidiary caves belonging to certain families is not observed
in the cave complexes: the structure of caves cut side by side
is basically identical and does not allow to consider them as
parts of dwellings (intended for separate families) used for
different purposes. Therefore, the complexes under consid-
eration differ considerably from the rock-cut villages of me-
dieval Georgia known to us. For comparison it was possible
to use the planning of the 10th—14th ¢, rock-cut villages
of Pia and Chachkari situated in the Aspindza District of
South Georgia, which have been well studied architectur-
ally and archacologically. Here, in houses intended for in-
dividual families, dwelling spaces are very clearly separated
by walls according to their functions: a common room to
be used in the daytime, a bedroom, a kitchen and a toilet
(GAPRINDASHVILI 1959: 19-36; BAKHTADZE 2007: table
131).

The layout of these monuments differs markedly
from the principles of rock-cut architecture both of the
Antique Period (e.g., a rock-cut city of Uplistsikhe in East
Georgia: AMMPAHAIIBHMAW 1963: 81-85) and of the
Middle Ages. As mentioned above, the overwhelming
majority of these caves are quite primitive. The aforemen-
tioned periods are not characterised by rock cutting tech-
niques applied in Kvemo Kartli, with special reference to
shaping passageways in the form of a human silhouette.

* The Kvemo Kartli region is particularly distinguished by plen-
tiful megalithic (“Cyclopean”) settlements and citadels. Walls and
dwellings of these monuments are built of large unhewn basalt
stones (about 1-3 m in length and width) and are made of dry ma-
sonry. Some Georgian scholars date them to the 14th-13th ¢. BC,
but lower cultural layers of the same monuments with the material
evidence of the early Middle Bronze Age (approx. 20th-15th ¢. BC)
cast doubt on this date.

32

A close neighbourhood of the studied cave com-
plexes with archaic-megalithic settlements,” which is con-
firmed in many complexes (e.g., Nakhiduri — Tetri Tskaro
District, Avranlo — Tsalka District, Zurtaketi — Dmanisi
District), is also noteworthy. All the abovementioned meg-
alithic settlements are situated near bordering rocky massifs
full of archaically planned rock-cut complexes of large or
small sizes (MELIKSET-BEGI 1938). As for some cave groups,
they are cut along the terraces of megalithic walls, ie., in
fact they are parts of those settlements (BAKHTADZE
2001b: 80-82).

These circumstances became the basis for our sup-
position regarding the origin of this type of monuments in
Kvemo Kartli. I seek to prove that they were rock-cut long
before the Middle Ages, more precisely in the Bronze Age.

Results of archaeological research
concerning cultural layers
of the cave-creation period

The abovementioned opinion was confirmed by
the data obtained during the explorations carried out be-
tween 1986 and 2002 (by the Georgian Simon Janashia
National Museum expedition under leadership of the au-
thor). Excavations were carried out at Muguti, Samshvilde,
Nakhiduri, Pirghebuli (Tetritskaro District) and Zurtaketi
(Dmanisi District) cave complexes (BAKHTADZE 2007:
20-34, 133-138, 142-167). Other sites were just surveyed.
As expected, the caves revealed mainly cultural layers of dif-
ferent thickness dating back to the Middle Ages, i.c., to the
last stage of functioning of the monuments. It became
obvious that the traces of the previous periods had been
brought down to a minimum due to numerous alterations,
and multiple reoccupations of the sites. However, remnants
of cultural layers of different periods of the Bronze Age
could be found in the recesses of cave floors and in aban-
doned household pits that were laid with adobe, as well as
in cobbled areas. Ancient materials are represented mainly
by fragments of black and brown burnished pottery of the
Late Bronze Age, among which one can come across some
fragments of pottery characteristic of the Middle and Early
Bronze Ages.’ Evidently, different layers of the Bronze Age

*> On the basis of chronological classification accepted by the
majority of Georgian scientists, the isolation of various chrono-
logical stages of the Bronze Age in Georgia is as follows: Early
Bronze Age — second half of the 4th millennium BC - first half of
the 314 millennium BC; Middle Bronze Age — second half of the
31d millennium BC - first half of the 20d millennium BC; Late
Bronze Age — second half of the 2nd millennium BC - first half of
the 15t millennium BC (AOPAKMITAHUAZE 1989).
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Fig. 9. Cave complex of
Nakhiduri-3. Eastern
sector. Plan and sections
of the second tier’s caves

(Drawing N. Bakhtadze).

Puc. 9. ITemepHsiit kom-
naexc Haxuaypu-3. Boc-
rounsiii Cexrop. ITaan
U paspessl memep 2-ro
sApyca.

Ryc. 9. Zespét jaskin Na-
khiduri-3. Czgé¢ wschod-
nia. Plan i profile jaskin
na drugim poziomie.
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Fig. 10. Cave Complex of Muguti-1. Northern sector. Plan and sections of the second tier’s caves (Drawing N. Bakhtadze).
Puc. 10. Tlemepnsiit kommaexke Myrytu-1. Ceseprsiii Cexrop. [Taan u paspess: memep 2-ro spyca.
Ryc. 10. Zesp6t jaskinn Muguti-1. Cze¢$¢ pétnocna. Plan i profile jaskin na drugim poziomie.

33




NODAR BAKHTADZE

were mixed with later reconstructions due to which it is
very difficult to determine their original stratigraphy.

Under these circumstances, of great importance
was the discovery of an undisturbed Bronze Age layer on
the floor of one of cave complexes located in the close vi-
cinity of the ruins of a powerful city of Samshvilde (Tetri
Tskaro District), belonging to Antique and Early Medieval
Periods. In the cave, which had fortunately escaped later
reoccupations, habitation traces of different periods of the
Bronze Age were found to be preserved fairly well. Under
a sterile 50-70 cm thick ground layer, a flattened clay stra-
tum was revealed. It was entirely covered with differently
preserved numerous pottery fragments (up to 200 pieces)
of the Late Bronze Age (Fig. 11), as well as with obsidian
chips. A lot of fragments of black and brown pots, bowls
and plates of different forms were found at the site. Some
of the finds have reticulated, wavy and wedge-shaped dec-
orative patterns (Fig. 11:22,24-26,28,31) typical of the
given period. There can also be observed pot handles
decorated with zoomorphic images (Fig. 11:16), bent cor-
rugated whorls (Fig. 11:2,18,20,30), wave-profiled vessel
walls (Fig. 11:9,14,21) and other details reliably dating
the material (AOPAKMITAHMASE 1989: 150-151, figs. 65,
66; MIRON, ORTHMANN 1995: 271, figs. 197, 198).

More ancient pottery fragments were found in the
cavity under the adobe floor of the Late Bronze Age. They
include glitter-burnished black clay pottery fragments,
some of which bear stamped and wavy decorative patterns
(Fig. 12:1-7). They date back to the Middle Bronze Age
(AOPAKUITAHMASZE 1989: 129-144, figs. 57, 58, 61;
GOGADZE 1972: 40-44). This period can be considered
as the lower chronological limit of the cave. Fragments of
a greyish-brown pot with a pair of protuberances resembling
female breasts on the walls were found approximately in the
same stratigraphic position (Fig. 13:4). This motif has been
known from the Late Chalcolithic (second half of the 5th
millennium BC) and Early Bronze Kura-Araxes (second
half of the 4th millennium BC) sites in Georgia and evi-
dently remained in use within the limits of the Middle
Bronze Age (AOPAKUITAHMASE 1989: 85-86, figs. 33, 34;
JAPARIDZE 1969: 123, figs. 69-73). It is noteworthy that
some of the fragments of the earliest black and greyish-
-brown pottery of the Early Bronze Age (Fig. 13:2,3,5,6),
were found in the layers which were formed in the process
of rock cutting the cave. This is indicative of the fact that
the age of the pottery and the time of rock cutting of
the cave is the same (CHUBINISHVILI 1965: 162; MIRON,
ORTHMANN 1995: 65, 271, figs. 43, 44).

It is noteworthy that in these cave complexes the
Chalcolithic, Early and Middle Bronze Age layers were
destroyed and mixed in the Late Bronze Age in the same
manner, just as the artefacts of the Late Bronze Age were
reduced to minimum in medieval times.

Component facilities of other cave complexes in
Kvemo Kartli are similar to the above mentioned cave in
Samshvilde in terms of rock-cutting technology and archi-
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tectural peculiarities; in addition, certain amount of Bronze
Age pottery fragments of almost all periods are found in
floor cracks of the caves. Therefore, a well-preserved archae-
ological and stratigraphic picture revealed in the Samshvilde
cave before total reoccupation of the Middle Ages, may
have been typical for the other cave complexes of Kvemo
Kartli. At the given stage of our research, this is considered
as a working hypothesis. Therefore we regard it justified to
apply the conclusions drawn from the archaeological inves-
tigation of the discussed cave to other rock-cut complexes.

Discussion — comparing ancient
cave-settlements in Kvemo Kartli
with similar monuments abroad

It should be noted that according to many schol-
ars, in the 3rd-2nd millennia BC rock-cut settlements and
necropolises of approximately the same planning appear
to have been intensively used in many regions of South
Europe and Asia Minor (MELLAART 1966: 18-26; PERROT
1967: 37-45; LEIGHTON 1999: 87-116, 122). Nowadays,
sufficiently investigated from architectural and archaeolo-
gical viewpoint are such outstanding cave monuments as,
for instance, grandiose Bronze Age tombs and dwelling
complexes located in the Anatolian Peninsula and
Mediterranean Sea islands. Moreover, during one or two mil-
lennia some of these complexes were almost continuously
used for slightly different purposes (GARRARD 1996: 14-15;
GOPER, TSUK 1996: 13-29, 52, 80, 91-107). For example,
in Sicily during the excavations of some gigantic cave com-
plexes (“Grotta de la Ciuraza’, “Grotta Majore”, “Grotta
Caruggi” and others), the following chronological strati-
graphy was observed: 1. Chalcolithic Age; 2. Early Bronze
Age; 3. Middle Bronze Age; 4. Antique Age. Besides, in the
Middle Ages these complexes were periodically used by
hermitic monks as well (BERNABO BREA 1966: 58—103).

Like in many neighbouring regions of the Eurasian
continent, the foundation of the tradition of artificial cut-
ting of caves in Kvemo Kartli must have been laid at the
turn of the Chalcolithic Age and the Early Bronze Age
(BAKHTADZE 2001a: 14). Like the cave complexes of the
Near East and the Mediterranean basin of the same periods,
the mentioned rock-cut sites of Kvemo Kartli may have
been only clusters of cave habitations or tombs (ILAN 1997:
384-386). Differentiation of the ancient complexes of
Kvemo Kartli by these two functional features is also very
difficult: in the period under discussion, in Georgia, as well
as in practically all regions where Near Eastern and the
Mediterranean Sea Basin civilisations were spread, tombs
often resembled dwellings. Moreover, sometimes dwelling-
-like tombs were even included in the structure of settle-
ments. Hence, although no direct facts (i.e., remains of
the dead) pointing to burials in the cave facilities from the
studied period were identified, it can be supposed that
some of the indicated cave complexes were, entirely or part-
ly, arranged for this purpose.
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Fig. 11. Pottery of the Late Bronze Age from cave complexes of Kvemo Kartli (Drawing N. Bakhtadze).
Puc. 11. Kepamudeckue nspeAnst SIOXU MO3AHEH GPOH3BI M3 HelepHbIx KoMiaekco Keemo Kaprawu.
Ryc. 11. Wyroby ceramiczne z pdznej epoki brazu z zespoléw jaskiniowych Kvemo Kartli.
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Fig. 12. Pottery of the Middle Bronze Age from cave complexes of Kvemo Kartli (Drawing N. Bakhtadze).
Puc. 12. Kepamudeckue U3A€AHs SMOXH cpeaHei OpoH3bI U3 memepHbIx Komnaekcos Ksemo Kapran.

Ryc. 12. Wyroby ceramiczne ze $rodkowej epoki brazu z zespotéw jaskiniowych Kvemo Kartli.
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Fig. 13. Pottery of the Chalcolithic and the Early Bronze Age from cave complexes of Kvemo Kartli (Drawing N. Bakhtadze).
Puc. 13. Kepamnueckue nzpeanss XaAKOAMTA U SIIOXH PaHHEH GpOH3BI U3 nenjepHbix komnaekcos Ksemo Kapran.

Ryc. 13. Wyroby ceramiczne z okresu chalkolitu i wezesnej epoki brazu z zespoléw jaskiniowych Kvemo Kartli.
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Fig. 14. Cave complex of Nakhiduri-2. Medieval bread oven (Photo N. Bakhtadze).

Puc. 14. IMemepnsiit komnaexe Haxuaypu-2. CpeaHeBEKOBbE COOPYKEHUE AAS BHIIICUKH xaeba.

Ryc. 14. Zespdt jaskin Nakhiduri-2. Sredniowieczny piec chlebowy.

Medieval archaeological layers
in ancient rock-cut settlements
of Kvemo Kartli

The archacological evidence of using the same
Kvemo Kartli rock-cut monuments in the Middle Ages is
of interest as well. Despite reconstruction, the mentioned
rock-cut villages, created on the basis of the Bronze Age
cave complexes, have partly preserved the planning features
characteristic of the group, tribal lifestyle. That is why they
somehow resemble compact terraced settlements, which still
exist in mountainous regions of Georgia (e.g., Khevsureti,
Dusheti District). Such resemblance is not unexpected as
even in the 18th-19th ¢. the tribal order was still present
in mountainous regions of Georgia (CHIKOVANI 1967:
176-181).

The characteristic features of rock-cut villages esta-
blished in the High Middle Ages (10th—14th c.) were best
revealed during the archaeological excavations carried out
in the Zurtaketi and Nakhiduri complexes. There we ob-
served extra stone constructions of the Medieval Period
set up for the purpose of restoring the facades, household
appliance traces of the same period like a clay facility for
baking bread (Fig. 14), hearths, various pottery, metal, glass
and wooden wares, fabric, carpet and rug fragments.
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The glazed pottery includes: bowls with loop-like
decorative patterns on white engobe (slip) and covered
with green or brownish glaze; various bowls with geomet-
rical and floral decorative patterns under a translucent
glaze layer (Fig. 15); monochrome jugs chiefly with green
and pale blue glaze (Fig. 16); oil lamps and salt cellars.
Unglazed ceramics is represented by red washed jugs with
a herringbone decorative pattern; red and brown burnish-
ed, flat-bottomed and saucer type bowls of different sizes;
jugs with a broad neck and flat handle; low-mouthed round
pots; crude kitchen ceramics — Avevri (large pottery vessel
placed in earth), basins, etc. Previous excavations in other
regions of Georgia have reliably dated such pottery back to
the 12th—14th ¢, (BAKHTADZE 2013; CHILASHVILI 1991;
JAPARIDZE 1956; MITSISHVILI 1969).

Twenty-cight Georgian copper and silver coins have
also been found during the excavations of these rock-cut
villages. The oldest one is King Giorgi III’s (1156-1184)
coin, followed by those dating back to the period of the
rule of Queen Tamar (1184-1213), King Lasha-Giorgi
(1213-1222) and Queen Rusudan (1222-1245). The
most recent among them was a coin minted in Tbilisi in the
14th ¢, (the so-called kanuri) (KAPANADZE 1969:
211-218). The revealed material evidence, along with the
coins, allowed us to determine the preliminary dates of the
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Fig. 15. Glazed pottery from cave complexes of Nakhiduri,
12th-13th ¢, AD. Fragments of bowls (Photo N. Bakhtadze).
Puc. 15. T'aadypoBaHHas KepaMKa U3 NEIEPHBIX KOMIIACKCOB
Haxuaypu, XII-XIII Bs. 1.3., (l)PaFMCHTbI MHCOK.

Ryc. 15. Glazurowana ceramika z zespolu jaskiri Nakhiduri,
XII-XIII w., fragmenty czarek.
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Fig. 16. Glazed jug from cave complex of Nakhiduri-3.
XIII-XIV c. AD (Photo N. Bakhtadze).

Puc. 16. TAa3ypoBaHHBII KyBIUMH M3 IELEPHOTO KOMIIAEKCA
Haxuaypu-3. XIII-XIV BB. n.5.

Ryc. 16. Glazurowany dzbanck z zespolu jaskin Nakhiduri-3,
XII-XIV w.
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Fig. 17. Fragments of household utensils made of organic materials. Cave complexes of Nakhiduri. 13th-14th ¢. AD (Photo N. Bakhtadze).

Puc. 17. Tlpeamersr ooMamHero obuxoaa u3 OpraHUYECKUX BENIECTB U3 nemmepHbIx kommaekcos Haxuaypu. XIII-XIV BB. n.a.

Ryc. 17. Przedmioty gospodarstwa domowego, wykonane z materialéw organicznych, z zespotu jaskin Nakhiduri, XIII-XIV w.

revival and termination of occupation of the discussed
complexes. It turned out that these complexes were settled
again around the 11th-13th ¢ which, must have been con-
nected with the demographic explosion that stimulated the
economic growth.! These monuments stopped functioning
at the end of the 14th and the beginning of the 15th c. The
complexes seem to have been abandoned due to the dev-
astating Mongol invasions, most likely that of Tamerlane.
According to preliminary data, a similar chronological cycle
is typical of all the aforementioned rock-cut villages in
Kvemo Kartli.

Apart from the material evidence, which allowed
for a determination of the function and chronology of the

“In general, it is believed that the 11th-13th ¢ is the period of
unification as well as political and economic development of the
Georgian kingdom. In this epoch Georgia got rid of the influence
of the neighbouring, powerful Muslim states (Persia, Seljuk states)
and even reacquired territories conquered by them. The process
of economic and cultural prosperity reached its culmination in
the second half of the 12th and the first quarter of the 13th c.
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rock-cut monuments, archacological excavations have pro-
vided information, allowing us to reconsider some facts,
namely, chronology of manufacture and use of Georgian
medieval artefacts, which were inadequately studied earlier.
Of special interest in this respect is a group of artefacts (e.g.,
farming and household utensils, chiefly fragments of or-
ganic materials, fabrics, fragments of clothes, carpets and
rugs, etc.) (EILAND 1998: 57, 59), which do not have anal-
ogies in Georgian archacology (Figs. 17, 18). The fact that
the artefacts made of organic material also belong to the
12th—14th ¢ is confirmed by the circumstance that they
were discovered in the same layer as the well-studied types
of ceramics mentioned above.’

> Material evidence of this kind is extremely rare at open archaco-
logical sites, while here it has survived abundantly in the caves pro-
tected from rainfall. Besides, the archacological evidence (ceramic
material of types which are well known to researchers) found in the
highest layers confirms that most of the rock-cut villages were sud-
denly and finally abandoned about the turn of the 14th-15th ¢,
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Archacological studies have thrown light on some
aspects of the economic and social everyday life and techno-
logical processes taking place in these villages in the Middle
Ages. Rock-cut dwellings, often arranged vertically, repre-
sent an imitation of two-storey houses. Differentiation into
household economy facilities and living quarters is notice-
able in these houses — the lower, dark and comparatively
damp caves were often used as cowsheds, while the upper,
light facilities, equipped with elements of fortification,
were living quarters.

The analysis of the material shows that the residents
(mainly peasants) of rock-cut villages were involved in both
agriculture (farming, vine-growing) and livestock breed-
ing. During the excavations, pruning knives, hoes, tools for
harvesting grain (e.g., fragments of a sickle, special thimbles),
alarge number of cow and sheep bones etc., were discovered.
Traces of various fields of domestic crafts, such as manufac-
turing pottery, carving wooden household objects, weaving
various fabrics are evident (semi-manufactured ceramics,
clay and wooden objects, spindles, primitive weaving loom
parts etc., have been found). A certain share of agricultural
and domestic craft production was manufactured for the
purpose of trade, as indicated by considerable quantity of
coins found in the dwellings. Only the following can be

said about the social structure of the families: as a hearth or
oven-hearth is attested in practically every modest-sized
dwelling-cave, it should be assumed that they were inhab-
ited by small-sized families.

According to the material in evidence, proprietary
differentiation among the residents of rock-cut villages was
weak: artefacts of almost the same style and quality were
found in nearly all rock-cut houses. Nevertheless, a privi-
leged stratum could still be identified in the village — pre-
sumably petty aznauris (gentry), who lived in cave habita-
tions specially furnished and extended with stone structures.
For example, in the villages of Nakhiduri and Zurtaketi cave
complexes, among other structures one can easily differen-
tiate fortified towers (Fig. 9).

In the Medieval Period some of the ancient cave
complexes in Kvemo Kartli were reused as hermitages
(EILAND, BAKHTADZE 2000: 44-46; BAKHTADZE 2007:
133-138). For these purposes heavily damaged caves were
restored, and churches, cells and fortification construc-
tions were built in them or attached to them (Fig. 10).
Monasteries of that type have been found by us in the
Muguti (Tetri Tskaro District) cave complex and in the
environs of the site of ancient Dmanisi, as well as in Tezis
Khrami Gorge (Tsalka District). Muguti caves were studied

Fig. 18. Fragment of a rug from the cave complex of Nakhiduri-3. 13t~ 14th c. AD (Photo N. Bakhtadze).
Puc. 18. ®parment xoBpa us neueproro kommaekca Haxuaypu-3. XIII-XIV BB. n.a.
Ryc. 18. Fragment dywanu z zespolu jaskin Nakhiduri-3, XIII-XIV w.
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archacologically. Apart from numerous houschold appli-
ances of the above described type and various articles of
domestic utility, excavations at the Muguti monastery have
revealed manuscript fragments of secular and ecclesiastical
character - e.g., fragments of the XII Gospel written on
parchment with the old Georgian alphabet Nuskhuri.

On the basis of the revealed materials, the period
of intensive functioning of the monastery has been dated to
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HOAAP BAXTAA3E

PE3YABTATBI HCCAEAOBAHMS HEMEPHBIX KOMIIAEKCOB PETMOHA KBEMO KAPTAM
(Try3us)

B OAHOM U3 MCTOPUYECKUX MPOBUHIUM Pecny6—
auku [pysns — Ksemo Kapran (Huxkuss Kapran), serpe-
9AETCsI MHOXKECTBO KOMITAGKCOB HMCKYCCTBEHHBIX IICILIE,
PACIOAOXKEHHBIX B YIICABSX PEK. DTH HAMATHHUKH COCTOSAT
U3 ACCATKOB IELICP, BBICCICHHBIX B HECKOABKO SPYCOB B 6a-
3aABTOBBIX M AOAEpUTOBBIX opoaax (Puc. 1-6). B crpyx-
Type BEPTUKAABHOTO YACHEHMS 3TUX KOMIIACKCOB HabAIO-
AAETCsT OIPEACAEHHASI 3AKOHOMEPHOCTh — OCHOBHOE YHCAO
SIPYCOB IPUXOAUTCS Ha HIDKHHH PETHCTP CKAABL 3AECh 32~
CBUACTEABCTBOBAH OAMH U3 APCBHEHILHX B MEPE CIIOCO00B
00pabOTKH CKaABL: PACKAAUB CKaAy OTHEM, e€ 3aTeM 00Au-
BAAM XOAOAHOH BOAOH, B PE3YABTATE YErO KAMEHb ACIKO
AoMaacst. ITockoAbKY OAOGHBIM METOAOMIIOAYYATH IIpa-
BHABHBIC POPMBI HECBO3MOXKHO, HELIEPH B OCHOBHOM MMEIOT
CAOXHYIO TAAHHUPOBKY (Puc. 7, 8). Berpeuarorcs momerne-
HUS ITAOIIAABIO OT 4—5 A0 15-20 kB. M. [ToAb! mpakTuyecku
naockue. CTeHBI M IOTOAKH — HepoBHbIe. BricoTa abcoator-
HOTO GOABLIMHCTBA IELIEP COOTBETCTBYET MOAYAIO, Paccdu-
TAHHOMY Ha PacIpsIMACHHE YEAOBEKA BO BECh POCT.

Ieurepsl, cocTaBAsiONmIME KOMIIACKCHI, Yallle BCEIO
H30AMPOBAHbI APYT OT APYTa, OAHAKO, BCTPEUAIOTCSI U TPYII-
IBl COCEACTBYIOIIMX ICLICDP, CBSISAHHBIX MEXAY cO6OI
BHYTPEHHHMH IIEPEXOAAMH UAU TOHHEAIMH (Puc. 7, 8).

ITaaHHPOBKA 3THX KOMIIACKCOB HCKAIOYAET nx 060-
POHUTEABHOE HA3HAYCHHE, TAK KAK OTCYTCTBYIOT AOIIOAHH-
TeAbHBIC KaMcHHBbIC GOPTHPHKALNOHHBIE COOPYKEHHS
(Puc. 9, 10). Taioke B KOMIIAEKCAX HUYTO HE YKa3blBaeT Ha
H3HAYaABHOE HAAMYHE 3ACCh MOHAIIECKOM >XHU3HU. B cpea-
HUe BeKa GOABIIMHCTBO Ieiep ObIAU ACTKO AOCTYITHBL.

C apyroit croponsl, obpamaer Ha ce6s1 BHUMaHHE
TecHeHIIee COCEACTBO OAHOM YacTH I3THUX KOMIIAEKCOB
C TUIIHYHBIMH AASL 3TOTO PETHOHA METAAHUTHYECCKUMHU CO-
opyxeHHusMH d110xu 6poussl. Ha ocHoBaHnu AaHHOTO Ha-
OAIOACHUST, MOXKHO ITPEAIOAOKECHUTD, 9TO U3YIACMbIC IIPH-
MHTHBHBIC IICLICPHBIC KOMIIACKCHI SIBASIIOTCSI OCTATKAMH
HEIEPHBIX TOCEACHUI 3TOTO BPEMEHH.

Apxeosornieckue PacKONKH yKa3saHHOTO THITA
IPOBEACHHBIC HAMU B ICIIEPHBIX KoMmaekcax B Ksemo
KapTan, moAHOCTBIO TOATBEPAMAH IIPEATTIOAOXKCEHHE O Ha-
3HAYEHUH U APEBHEHIIEM TPOUCXOXKACHUN THX MAMSTHH-
K0B. B pesyabrare nccaeaoBaHus BecbMa GOraThIX KYABTYp-
HBIX CAOEB CPEAHEBEKOBBSI Ha PSIAC ITAMATHUKOB 3TOTO TH-
I [10A yTPaMOOBAaHHBIMU TAMHOOHTHBIMU [I0AQMU HEKOTO-
PBIX IEIIEp, 4 TAKKE B ECTECTBECHHBIX TPEIIMHAX CKAABHOM
IOBEPXHOCTH MOAOB M B 3a0POLICHHBIX XO35HCTBEHHBIX
sIMax Mbl HalAM PasHOOOpasHble PparMeHTHl AMHSHOMN
HOCyABl. AHAAOTHYHBIC HAXOAKH KEPAMHKH XOPOIIO H3-
BECTHBI Ha M3Y4CHHBIX TAMATHHUKAX SMOXHU MO3AHEH GpOH-
3, PacIIOAOXKEHHBIE Ha TeppuTopuu ['pysun (Puc. 11).

Tt

HaiipeHHbIC B HEKOTOPBIX IeIepax B MOAOGHOMN
CTpaTUrpapUYECKO CUTYalJHH HECKOABKO $pParMEHTOB
KEPAMHYECKHX M3ACAMH OKA3aAMCh ele 6OoAce paHHUMHU.
OTH HAXOAKH MMEIOT IIPSIMbIE AHAAOTUH B APXCOAOTHYECKOM
MaTepHaAe PacIoCTpaHEHHBIX Ha TeppuTtopuu I'pysun xyp-
TaHOB T. H. TPHAACTCKOH KyABTYpHI (3110Xa cpeaHeil 6poH-
3n1) (Puc. 12).

Ho 1 510 He siBAsIETCS HIDKHEH BPEMEHHOM rpaHU-
el XKU3HU B YKA3aHHbIX IICIICPHDIX IOMEIICHUAX: B YTAY0-
ACHHUSX CKaAbBHOI IIOBEPXHOCTH IOAOB Ha HEKOTOPBIX
y4acTkax memep ObIA BBUSIBACH 6OAce apXaudHBIA Bele-
crBenHsb Matepuas. OB6HapyKeHHbIC PPArMEHTEI TAUHS-
HOMH IOCYAbI SIBASIIOTCSI XapaKTEPHBIMU AAS JTIOXU PaHHEH
6ponss u Xaakoauta (Puc. 13). [TpumedateabHo, 9TO He-
CKOABKO (ParMCHTOB TAUHSHBIX USACAMH paHHEGPOH30-
BOTO BpeMeHH 1 XaAKOAUTA, OKa3aAUCh B yTAYOACHHUSIX BbI-
POBHEHHOTO LeGHEM CKAAUCTOTO IIOAA, BOSHHUKIIHUX [IPH BbI-
CEKAaHMH IICLIEPHI, T.C. B CTPOUTCABHOM CAOC IIOMEICHHS.

B Hacrosilee BpeMs MCCACAOBATEASMH Pa3HBIX
CTpaH AOKa3aHO, YTO Ha OOIIMPHBIX TEPPUTOPHSIX Hacceil-
Ha Cpesusemuoro mops u Ilepepneit Asuu, npubausu-
teabHO B AnarmasoHe V-II rTeicstaeaernit Ao H.3., mapaa-
AEABHO C KyABTYPAMH, AASI KOTOPBIX XapaKTCPHbI KMAHIIA
OGBIMHOTO THIIA, AOBOABHO 9acTO BCTPEUAIOTCS MACMCHA,
TPAAMIIMOHHO OOHTAIOIIME B BBICCYCHHBIX B CKAAAX ITOMe-
meHusx. VIHTepecHo, 4TO MO METOAY BhICeKaHMS, obmeit
CTPYKType U IAQHUPOBKE MOMEICHHH, YaCTh ICLICPHBIX
KOMIIAEKCOB 3THX PETMOHOB, HACHTHYHA IEIEPHBIM I10CE-
AeHUM GPOH30BOIO IIEPHOAA, H3ydeHHBIM Hamu B Ksemo
Kapran. Yro npumeyareAbHO, 10 pe3yAbTaTaM PacKOIOK
JacTh neulepHeix komnaekcos Ksemo Kaprau onucanunoro
T, TOAOGHO aHaAOTHYHBIM TaMATHUKaM [ Iepeanert Asun
u IOsxnoit EBporsl, HCIIOAB30BaAach B 3Ty IOXy B Kaue-
cTBE rpobHMLL

He Menee nHTEepecHa apXecoaormyeckasi KapTHHa
HCIOAB30BaHM HewepHbx KommaekcoB Ksemo Kaprau
B cpeaHHe Beka, O4eBHAHO, B 9TO BPEMSI YaCTh HACEACHHS
3TOTO PETMOHA C IPAKTHICCKON TOYKHU 3PEHUS COYAO YA0D-
HBIM PEOKYIALIUIO APEBHEHIINX 3a0POLICHHBIX TCIePHBIX
KOMIIACKCOB, M IIOCAC HEKOTOPOH HX PEKOHCTPYKLUH Obl-
AH OCHOBAHBI LiCABIE TIeLIepHBIE ceAd. K3 KoMIAeKcoB, Ha
IICPBBLI B3TASA OAHOOOPA3HOM CTPYKTYPHL, OBIAN BBIACAC-
HbI COBOKYITHOCTHU TECHO CBSI3AHHBIX APYT C APYTOM IICLIep,
IIPEACTABASIOMMX COGOM MMUTALMIO KAMCHHBIX AOMOB.

B pesyabraTe apXcOAOTHYECKOTO HMCCACAOBAHMS
3THX ICUICPHBIX CEA HAMACHO MHOIO PasHOOOpasHOro Be-
ILICCTBEHHOTO MAaTEPHaAQ, XAPAKTCPHOTO AASL ObITa pasBU-
TOTO CPEAHEBEKOBBS (Puc. 14). Boabmas gacts o6Hapy-
JKCHHBIX 3A€Ch apTePaKTOB IIPEACTABASET COOOI MPOCThbIE



THE RESULTS OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESEARCH OF THE ROCK-CUT MONUMENTS IN THE KVEMO KARTLI REGION (GEORGIA)

HAY TAQ3yPOBAaHHBIE KEPAMUYECKHE UBACAMS, KOTOPBIE Ad-
tupytorcs XI-XIV sexam (Puc. 15, 16). [IpumeateasHo,
9TO K 9TOMY BPEMEHH OTHOCHTCS HYMH3MATHYCCKHUI MaTe-
pHaa, OOHAPY>XCHHBIH BO BPeMsI apXCOAOTHYCCKHX HCCAC-
AOBaHHMI yKa3aHHBIX HemepHbix ceA. OTAEABHO caepyeT
OTMETHUTb HAMAEHHYIO TaM K€ YHUKAABHYIO KOAACKIIMIO 13-
ACAMI1 U3 OPTaHMHYECKUX BEIECTB (HATPUMEp, ACPEBSHHBIE
XO3SHCTBCHHO-ObITOBBIE ITPEAMETBI, PPATMEHTBI OACKADL,
xoBpoB u Ap.) (Puc. 17, 18).

[Toxoxxe, B GOABIIMHCTBE TAKHX ICILECPHBIX CEA

JKU3HDb BHC3AITHO M OKOHYATCABHO IIPCKPATHAACH IIpI/I6AI/I-

NODAR BAKHTADZE

sureabHO Ha pyGesxe XIV-XV BB., BO BpeMst OAHOIO 13 110-
xop0B Tamepaana.

B HCKOTOPI)IX us APCBHCI‘;IHII/IX HCH.ICPHI)IX KOM-
naekcoB Keemo Kaprau B cpeaHne Beka ObIAM yCTPOEHBI
HCU_[CPHBIC MOHaCTbIPI/I. BbIAI/I BOCCTAHOBACHBI HOBPC)KACH—
Hble $pacaabl nemep, 00YCTPOCHBI LIEPKBU U KEABH, IIPHCTPO-
ensl popruduranmonnsie coopyxenus (Puc. 10). B pe-
3yABTATE PACKOIIOK 3TUX MOHACTBIPEH, HOMHMO PasHO06-
PASHBIX IIPEAMETOB XO3SHCTBEHHOTO 3HAYCHMUs, ObIAN 06-
Hapy)XeHbI PPArMEHTHI LICPKOBHOH YTBAPH M PYKOIHCEH
PEANUTHO3HOTO COAEPIKAHMS.

WYNIKI BADAN ARCHEOLOGICZNYCH PIECZAR WYKUTYCH W SKALE
W REGIONIE KVEMO KARTLI (GRUZJA)

W jednej z historycznych krain Gruzji — Kvemo
Kartli (Dolnej Kartli), w dolinach rzek wystgpuja licznie
pieczary wykonane przez czlowicka. Zespoly jaskin skta-
daja si¢ z dziesigtkéw komdr wykutych na kilku poziomach
w bazaltach i dolerytach (Ryc. 1-6). W pionowym rozpla-
nowaniu systeméw jaskini daje si¢ zauwazy¢ prakeyczne
podejscie budowniczych - gléwne poziomy komor sa loka-
lizowane u podstawy skalnych zboczy. Na stanowiskach
zarejestrowano jeden z najprymitywniejszych sposobdw ob-
rébki kamienia: po rozhartowaniu skaly ogniem oblewano
ja zimng woda, i tak przygotowana powierzchnia latwiej sie
kruszyla i poddawala obrébee. Opisang metodg nie mozna
jednak uzyska¢ regularnych ksztattow, dlatego jaskinie mialy
formy jedynie zblizone do bryl geometrycznych, a i to nie
zawsze (Ryc. 7, 8). Powierzchnia pomieszczen siega od
4-5 do 15-20 m®. Podlogi sa raczej plaskie, $ciany i stropy
nie byly wyréwnywane. Wysoko$¢ niemal wszystkich jaskin
odpowiada wzrostowi wyprostowanego czlowieka.

Jaskinie sg najczesciej wykute w pewnej odleglosci
od siebie, cho¢ zdarzaja si¢ grupy sasiadujacych ze sobg ko-
mér polaczonych korytarzami (Ryc. 7, 8).

Plan opisanych systeméw jaskin wyklucza ich obron-
ny charakeer. Bez dodatkowych kamiennych fortyfikacji (Ryc.
9, 10), ktére powstawaly w éredniowieczu, wiekszo$é¢ ko-
mor jest tatwo dostepna. Najczedciej brak réwniez sladéw
wykorzystywania tych miejsc jako monastyréw. Z drugiej
strony zwraca uwagg bliskie sasiedztwo cz¢dci wspomnia-
nych zespoléw jaskin i typowych dla tego regionu megalitow
datowanych na epoke brazu. Z tego wzgledu w tekscie wy-
sunigte zostalo przypuszczenie, ze te prymitywne komory
mogly by¢ pozostatosciami osad jaskiniowych z epoki brazu.
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Badania archeologiczne przeprowadzone pod kie-
runkiem autora w jaskiniach regionu Kvemo Kartli w petni
potwierdzaja proponowane datowanie oraz przeznaczenie
tych komdr. Po wyeksplorowaniu nawarstwien $rednio-
wiecznych, pod glinianymi podiogami spotykanymi w nie-
ktérych jaskiniach, w naturalnych spekaniach i wykutych
jamach znajdowane byly fragmenty naczyn glinianych.
Analogie do tych znalezisk pochodza z przebadanych wy-
kopaliskowo stanowisk z terenu Gruzji datowanych na
pozna epoke brazu (Ryc. 11).

Materiat ceramiczny znaleziony w nicktérych jaski-
niach, w opisanym kontekscie stratygraficznym, okazat sie
jeszeze wezesniejszy. W tym wypadku analogie pochodza
zbadan kurhan6w nalezacych do tak zwanej kultury Trialeti,
datowanej na $rodkows epoke brazu (Ryc. 12).

Takze to datowanie nie jest jednak najwcze$niej-
szym dla opisanych jaskin. W niektérych komorach, w za-
glebieniach skalnych podtdg, znajdowano fragmenty naczyn
ceramicznych datowanych na wczesna epoke brazu oraz
chalkolit (Ryc. 13). Warto zauwazy¢, ze czgsé znalezisk
ceramiki wczesnobrazowej i chalkolitycznej pochodzita
z zaglebien wypetnionych rumoszem stuzacym do niwelacji
podiég, czyli z warstwy budowlanej powstalej najprawdo-
podobniej podczas wykuwania komér.

Jak wykazaty badania w réznych krajach, na znacz-
nych obszarach Srédziemnomorza oraz Azji Mniejszej po-
miedzy V a Il tysiacleciem p.n.e., rtéwnolegle do kultur bu-
dujacych domostwa, stosunkowo czesto pojawialy si¢ grupy
zamieszkujace w jaskiniach wykutych w skale. Zwraca uwa-
ge fake, ze pod wzgledem metody wykuwania oraz rozpla-
nowania osiedli skalnych cze$¢ systeméw jaskini w innych
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regionach jest identyczna jak te w Kvemo Kartli, badane
przez zesp6t kierowany przez autora. Na podstawie wyni-
kéw wykopalisk mozna stwierdzi¢, ze czgéé systemow jaski-
niowych Kvemo Kartli omawianego typu, podobnie jak
analogiczne obiekty z Europy Poludniowej oraz z Azji
Mniejszej, byla wykorzystywana jako miejsca pochéwku.
Nie mniej interesujace s3 slady wykorzystywania
systemow jaskiniowych Kvemo Kartli w okresie srednio-
wiecza. Najwyrazniej cze$¢ miejscowej ludnosci w tym
czasie uznala za celowe zagospodarowanie opuszczonych
pieczar. Po réznych przebudowach zespoly komér byly
przeksztalcane w skalne wioski. Pomieszczenia, z pozoru
identyczne pod wzgledem struktury, zostaly podzielone na
skupiska cisle ze soba powiazanych jaskin, nasladujacych
oddzielne domy. W wyniku badari archeologicznych pro-
wadzonych w tych skalnych wioskach wydobyto szereg
przedmiotéw typowych dla okresu rozwinietego $rednio-
wiecza (Ryc. 14). Wickszos$¢ pozyskanych fragmentéw
naczyn ceramicznych to wyroby z surowej lub glazurowanej
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gliny datowane na okres od XI do XIV wicku (Ryc. 15,
16). Monety znajdowane podczas badan pochodza z tego
samego okresu. Nalezy takze wymieni¢ kolekcje przedmio-
téw wykonanych z materialéw organicznych (np. drewnia-
ne narzedzia gospodarcze, fragmenty odziezy, dywanéw
itp. - Rye. 17, 18).

Nicktére z zespoléw jaskini w Kvemo Kartli prze-
ksztalcono w $redniowieczu w klasztory. W zwiazku z taki-
mi adaptacjami byly zabudowywane frontowe $ciany jas-
kin, w kedrych organizowano koscioly lub cele mnichéw.
Dobudowywano takze umocnienia (Rye. 10). Podczas wy-
kopalisk w takich klasztorach, oprécz réznorodnych przed-
miotéw o przeznaczeniu gospodarczym, znajdowano frag-
menty wyposazenia koscioléw i r¢kopiséw o charakterze
religijnym.

Wiszystko wskazuje na to, ze funkcjonowanie wick-
szoci takich skalnych osiedli i monastyréw zamyka okres
najazdéw Tamerlana.





